Verse of the day for Monday December 1, 2025 - | Samuel 12: 24

24 But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your

heart; consider what great things he has done for you.

Read | Samuel 12 for meditation and inspiration.




(Al generated image)

THE MEANING OF
CHRISTMAS

Dear Lakesiders and Friends,

In a magazine cartoon, Santa Claus is pictured at his workbench, putting a new toy together.
From his nearby TV set, he hears a reporter saying,

“We continue our look at the real meaning of Christmas sales indicators. In
the fourth quarter, consumers have dramatically cut back their spending,
which could slow the economy, which might be a healthy development
after their earlier borrowing, which boosted the economy but added to
concerns of low savings and overstimulation, leading to sluggish sales as
we enter into the all-important Christmas season.”

Santa looks up and says to himself, "It used to be a lot easier to know if they've been bad or
good."



But to explain the real meaning of Christmas, let us listen to the late Rev. Billy Graham:

“In the midst of all upheaval, crisis, difficulty, problems, and fear comes
the true message of Christmas with all of its hope, goodwill, and cheer. The
message of Christmas has been terribly misapplied and misunderstood
for many years. Some think of business profits, shopping, gifts, tinsel, toys,
and celebration. Others think only of Bethlehem, of the star in the sky,
shepherds in the field, and angels singing. Still others cynically ask,
“Where is this Prince of Peace in a world filled with so much trouble?”

The real Christmas message goes far deeper. It heralds the entrance of God into human
history. Itis Heaven descending to Earth. Itis as though a trumpeter had taken his stand upon
the turrets of time and announced to a despairing, hopeless, and frustrated world the
coming of the Prince of Peace. It answers all the great questions that plague the human race
at this hour. The Christmas message is relevant, revolutionary, and reassuring to us today. |
believe it can be summed up in three words: a cradle, a cross, and a crown.

On that first Christmas night, the Bible tells us about the angel coming to those fearful
shepherds and saying, “Fear not, | bring you good news” (Luke 2). This is the true meaning of
Christmas—the Good News—that God sent His only Son to Earth to save people from their
sins. Christmas is not a myth, not a tradition, not a dream—it is a glorious reality.”

There you have it.

Preparing for a Merry Christmas/

Roger (This column is based on the words and writings of the late Rev. Billy Graham.)



