Message n a bott\®

Verse of the day for Monday December 22, 2025 - Luke 1: 32-33

32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord
God will give him the throne of his father David,

33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will

never end.”

Read Luke 1 for meditation and inspiration.




ADVENT FOUR

Dear Lakesiders and Friends,

Many years ago, Mark Twain wrote the following Christmas Holiday message in a
New York City daily newspaper.

“It is my heart-warm and world-embracing Christmas hope and aspiration
that all of us -- the high, the low, the rich, the poor, the admired, the
despised, the loved, the hated, the civilized, the savage -- may eventually
be gathered together in a heaven of everlasting rest and peace and bliss --

b

except the inventor of the telephone.’

[ daresay if Twain were alive today, he might instead deny "everlasting rest and peace
and bliss" to the inventors of Twitter (or as it is now called “X”’), Facebook, and
TikTok! Of course, the Good News of the Christmas Event is that there are no
exceptions to God's Love for His human creatures -- not even the inventors of social
media! In and through the Lord Jesus Christ, God became one of us to tell us that
He loves every one of us, without exception.



o Christmas was not just a starlit night in Bethlehem;

o it had been behind the stars forever.

o There was Christmas in the heart of God when He made the
earth and then gave it away to us.

o There was Christmas in the heart of God when He sent us
His prophets.

o There was Christmas in the heart of God when He sent His

Son to earth and gave Him to us.

As Jesus grew up, there was Christmas wherever He went -- giving sight, giving
food, giving life -- for Christmas is giving.

But Christmas is also for receiving. In John's Gospel 1:14-17, it says, “And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him, and cried, “This
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before
me.””) _And from_his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”

There is the description of the best and brightest Christmas you will ever receive,
grace upon grace,

In the Amazing Grace,



